EDITORIAL                                        No. 90    November & December 2010
The response to my last Editorial has been underwhelming. No-one appears to be bothered about external-to-the-village advertisers and it would seem nothing needs changing or adding to improve the content or appearance of the Magazine. But it was worth a try…….. 
NEWS OF THE MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE.
There will be changes to the Service in the near future because it now has to meet a certain criteria including:  Removal of any stop within two miles of a static library; Removal of any stop with less than 3 regular users; Consolidating scattered stops within a community into one longer centrally located stop; Introduction of Saturday morning stops for larger communities. 

The current stops in Willand will continue for the next few weeks and the entire service will then cease at the end of November to enable us to plan for the new service starting 4th January 2011. Willand will then be receiving three stops as follows: 
Alternate Saturdays  Willand Village Hall    9.30–12.30  (first visit 8th January)

Alternate Thursdays Townlands                 10.00–10.45 (first visit 13th January)

Alternate Thursdays Willand Village Hall 10.50–11.35 (first visit 13th January)

We are very keen particularly to publicise our new Saturday stop - would it be possible for us to send you information to be included in the next issue of the Willand Parish magazine? Many thanks,

                                                           Liz Alexander, Devon Library Services
MORE ‘ELF & SAFETY’
Label on the bottom of 3-litre boxes of Sainsbury’s Australian Chardonnay: ‘Sainsbury’s  - Security Protected – Please remove prior to microwaving’. 
They say nobody ever died of hard work 

but I’m not prepared to take the risk.
LETTER OF THANKS
Lance & friends would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who supported the ‘Shadows’ fundraising charity show for Breast Cancer Care at Willand Village Hall on September 25th which raised a grand total of £1175.54

Special thanks go to Diane and Georgia Miller for vocals, Chris Wilkins for donating a coffee table and Halberton Farm Shop for the Pork Dinner for auction. Also the local shops for their kind donations to the Raffle – Tavy Textiles, Prescotts, Culm Florists, Proberts Bakery & Nanna’s Toychest and Willand Post Office for ticket sales. Thanks also to Astra Printing of Cullompton for posters and tickets, Pam Hunt for a floral display, family and friends for donations and to all neighbouring villages for displaying posters. Thank you to everyone who helped make the evening a great success. Lance can be contacted on 01884 820596. Thank you again for your support,

                                                                                                 Judith Trevelyan

MORE THANKS

Just missed the previous mag., but Mr & Mrs Frost would like to thank all those Willand residents who helped and also gave donations to the Children’s Hospice S/W on August 21st at Willand Museum Open Day. The Grand Total was £1187.43, for which we are extremely grateful.                      From Frosty

MARSHALS

As you may have read in the press recently, the Ladies Driving Challenge – for a hundred or so ladies who have each raised large amounts of money for Marie Curie Cancer Care, scheduled to take place on October 3rd, had to be cancelled because of torrential rain and winds at the Westpoint venue. However, it has now been re-scheduled for Sunday November 14th.  This is a request for anyone who would like to offer their services as a Marshal at that event, specifically for the area set aside for the driving of coaches/buses and articulated lorries. No experience is necessary – your role is more related to the safety of everyone involved in that area and directing them to and from vehicles – and refreshments will also be provided. There is obviously the opportunity for you to see what is going on in other areas of driving during the day and it may be possible to provide transport to and from the venue for you if it is needed.  If  you  would  like  to get  involved, or can  help  in  any  way,  please  contact   Steve Lehner on 07771 804787.    Thank you in anticipation.
A limp handshake is a half-hearted gesture.
THE SECOND CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW 

Over 400 people turned up on Saturday, September 25th to see the second Culm Valley Model Railway Show take place in Willand Village Hall. We had wondered if we could maintain the success of last years show but it seems that we can move forward with confidence for next year and make the show an annual event. Willand is firmly on the Model Railway Map.

Everyone who attended again noticed the happy atmosphere from both exhibitors and viewers alike.  Perhaps we ought to rename it the “friendly show”, as it attracts both the railway expert and villagers, who come to enjoy something different in Mid Devon. A bonus was the smell of bacon sandwiches and pasties wafting across the hall from our “ladies in the kitchen” 
who were worked off their feet, so good was their food.

There were 16 model railway layouts on show. One was housed in an old computer screen, there was a 1950’s Hornby 3 rail, a shunting puzzle layout for everyone to try their hand at, the Treacle Mine Railway which was handing out sweets to young & old, through to layouts with sound.  Most were based on locations in the Devon area with Exeter Central, East Budleigh & Okehampton being notable.  Our club had 3 layouts on show, the Blackdown Narrow Gauge being finished just 10 minutes before the doors opened!
We had good press coverage both locally & nationally, but many visitors had heard about the show on the grapevine & joined those who came last year & were making a return trip to Willand.  Pictures can be seen on www.tivertonpeople.co.uk.  When you get the page up, just type in "model railway" in the Search Tiverton People box on the right hand side of the page.  It should then take you to 2 or 3 articles about the show as well as the photos.

Now the show is over we really must make a start on our next project, Tiverton Junction, which “seemed to get shunted into the sidings” whilst the Show took all our attention. For further information about the show or the club visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811.
When the banks have holidays, the supermarkets profit.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Hi Brian - I was looking at your parish magazine online because I would like to advertise in it. Café Sustain (at the Culm Valley Integrated Centre for Health, Willand Road, Cullompton EX15 1FE 01884 831300), is a not-for-profit community business and I would like to tell you what we get up to. However, I got completely distracted and really enjoyed your articles and I realised that your magazine could be really helpful to us. We compile a diary of local events (sorted into what we call target groups) to pass around the GPs in the practice, as well as to other healthcare professionals and your Willand Diary will add to this. The idea is the doctors can recommend activities to their patients. These are called 'social prescriptions'. 

And if you are looking for great home-made food, sourced from the best local producers and served in a friendly atmosphere at the heart of your community, we love baking great cakes and cooking traditional hot dishes and puddings for our loyal band of customers. With many ingredients from our own kitchen garden, you just cannot get fresher!
But that’s only half the story we have so much more to shout about … Whether it’s our thriving Knit and Natter group, our Community Gardening group, evening social events, our Time-Out or our range of day-time or evening social sessions, we are at the heart of your community. We cater for specific dietary needs and, as we cook the dishes ourselves, we know exactly what is in them. At Café Sustain we have an open kitchen which means that we can have a good chat with our customers whilst we are preparing and baking your food. And for our little customers? We also make children very welcome at Café Sustain. We have a play table and play dough for our customers of the future, so you can relax and take five.
Café Sustain is unique. We are a café in your local health centre, and we are open to everyone in the community. We are also a social enterprise company, which means that any profits we make go back into your community. Being a part of your community means we always love to hear your ideas, so if there is something you would like to see, drop by and talk to us over a coffee. Pop by and check our diary of events or go to www.cafesustain.net to ensure you don’t miss anything. 
We are open from 9am-5pm on weekdays and in the evenings when events are taking place. We are a busy, happy and friendly place with lots going on. Our team is very special and we would love you to come and join in what we do. 
                                   Joey Lee, Community Projects Director, Café Sustain
Foil misfortune with contingency plans.
OVER 60’S CLUB

The members seem to have a busy two months ahead of them, as by the time this magazine is out, we will have celebrated our Harvest Festival, our service having been led this year by the Rev. Alan Rothwell.  Members are very generous with giving fruit & veg, etc and proceeds from the auction of these goods this year will be donated to the British Heart Foundation.  Also, we will have been on our outing to Salisbury – hopefully enjoying fine weather, as we usually do. 

We are looking forward to being entertained at our November meeting by the children from Willand School and our Coffee Morning on the 20th will have a Christmas flavour to it – with extra stalls, etc, and we do hope to see many of you joining us. On the 22nd, we will be going to Cheltenham to enable members to do a spot of Christmas shopping, or whatever they wish. This will be the Club’s last outing of the year, so I will be hoping to get more members suggestions by early next year. We would welcome any non-members who would like to join us on our last few outings this year – and, also, possibly next year. 

We would also give a very warm welcome to anybody who would like to join our Club. We meet on the 2nd Thursday of every month at 2.15 in the Village Hall and our visiting speakers talk on various topics, many of which are illustrated. We enjoy eight outings every year – five Coffee Mornings – a Harvest Festival – a Christmas Lunch, visiting a chosen restaurant, to state a few. For more information, I can always be contacted on 38217 and we always look forward to meeting new people.                                   Margaret Atherton
If you have money to burn, think of the man 

who hasn’t got two sticks to rub together.
BROADPATH LANDFILL AND QUARRYING
At a recent meeting of the Liaison Committee, it was reported that 31,000 tonnes of waste were received in the last three months, which amounts to 4,700 lorry loads,  This figure is substantially less than that of a year ago and means that the projected life of the site has been extended until 2018/19 although planning consent is until 2023. The site is filling and a sign of this is that permanent capping on the north of the site will commence within the next month.  This area will also include a surface water lagoon of about 10 metres width and will be covered by top soil stripped from the whole area, although as work progresses top soil may have to be brought in. Initially covering 8000 square metres a further 6000 will be started next year. The proposals are subject to a detailed submission to the Environment Agency followed by a planning application.  Viridor have to maintain the site for a further 5 years and will continue to generate power from the landfill gas for many years after that.

And what is to become of this land?  Restoration will be to “downland”, i.e. rough pasture, scrub and ultimately some woodland.   And what will the land be used for? Viridor will certainly allow permissive access, but not public access, so the area might become a useful area for dog walkers and mountain/BMX bikers eventually.                   Uffculme’Spotlight’ Magazine.
A fault is like the back of ones head – more easily seen by others.

MOVEMENT

Pay four pounds and tick my name, Catch up with friends and news exchange

Put down my coat and have a drink, Into my place to move and think.

Start with gentle step tap, step tap, Gradually build with walk and clap

To warm up every body part, Flex all the joints and work my heart.

Next some stretches left and right, Bend and reach to maximum height, 
Pull the muscles as far as I can, Stretch arms out wide in the shape of a fan.

Then we learn some dancing parts - steps and routines that pump our hearts

Thus our minds are exercised as well, What we did last week I cannot tell.

We build up another dance routine, Slowly, bit-by-bit we set the scene.

Joining the parts together now, And all in unison perform the show.

None of us can do all the moves but we try our best leaving some to others.

Some can’t balance, some can’t bend, Some are slow or sit out till the end.

Now we do stretches more intense, Bending and reaching towards the fence

Working our way down using our core, Onto mat or chair or lie on the floor.

Floor exercises have legs in the air, Or those who chose to sit on a chair

Stretch our hamstrings, abs and quads and relaxing other parts against the odds

Then collect belongings and roll up mats And off we go for coffee and chat.

Share our concerns and jubilation, Grandchildren feature causing elation.

Three years ago I walked with a stick, Now I can stride along quite quick

My joints were painful all the time, now pain is rare and I feel fine

My flexibility once was very poor, knees, hips and shoulders were terribly sore

Now I can bend and touch my toes, my range of movement continually grows                                                                                        
                                                                                                     Hazel Newman
            Willand Keep Fit Monday 10-11am [then coffee], Willand Village Hall

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
We would like to say a big welcome to Miss Martin, Miss Wilkinson and Mrs Turner for joining our community at Willand School. We can almost guarantee that they will have a tremendous time here!  We also have even bigger congratulations to Mrs Telling with baby Jacob and Mrs Hope with baby Robbie (you never know he could be the next Robbie Williams!)

In Willand School, everyone took part in our first ever school Sports Week.  Each class rotated around five athletic events: hurdles, long - jump, shot put, javelin and shuttle sprints.  Well done to everyone who took part and congratulations to Year 4 who won the Fair Play Award.

As part of our celebrations on 1st October, the whole school celebrated the European Day of Languages.  We were thinking about all of the different languages that people speak all around the world and Year 6 put on an outstanding assembly about communication. Each class wore the colour of their flag or dressed in the traditional costumes.  Countries included: China, Japan, Czech Republic, Tanzania, Russia, Italy, New Zealand, Netherlands, Poland, Spain.  We also learnt about the culture and unique songs and dances from each country.  

On the 8th October, most of the pupils, teaching assistants and teachers wore jeans and donated money for the charity Jeans for Genes.  We raised a whopping £211.20!  Thank you to everyone who donated.

Harvest is on its way! Every year this popular event happens and Year 6 pupils go around the village and give members of the community a gift from our school assembly on Thursday 21st October at Willand School at 9:15am. 

                                               Olivia,   Holly,   Sam,   Niamh,   Liam,   Haydn
Paying attention is the secret of a good memory.
COLDHARBOUR MILL
Thank you to everyone who has supported any of our events so far this year.  In addition to the events given below, the Friends of the Mill will be selling Mill products at the Uffculme School Craft Fair on Saturday 20th November.
Forthcoming events at & in aid of the Mill:

Friday 12th  November:  'Lest We Forget' – the Friends of the Mill present an evening of wartime sing-alongs & memories with Jan, Richard, George & Gordon  at Uffculme Village Hall - 7.30 pm  (doors open 7pm).  Admission £6 - includes buffet supper with tea or coffee (please bring your own soft/alcoholic drinks). Car parking  available by Magelake Hall - 5 mins walk..

Saturday 4th  December:  Friends of the Mill Christmas Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy – in the Old Stables at the Mill  10am – 12 noon.  Park in Mill car park.

Friday 31st  December 2010 – Saturday 1st  January 2011 - New Year Bank Holiday STEAM-UP !  10am-4pm each day – engines in steam from 11am – with Mill tours, restaurant, etc.  Normal admission charges apply.  

Free entry for members of the Friends of the Mill on production of current membership card.  

For more information about the Mill's steam engines, visit the the Coldharbour Steam Group's website:  www.coldharboursteam.org.uk or phone the Mill office on 01884 840960. For more information about Coldharbour Mill and its history, educational programme, events and products, visit our website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  or phone the Mill office on 01884 840960.  

The Gill Box Restaurant at Coldharbour Mill
Christmas menus are now available. During December, Christmas meals will be served on Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings, and the Senior Citizens' Christmas lunches will be available Monday to Friday. Booking is essential. 

From November (to next March) the Restaurant, which is fully licensed,  will be open 7 days a week 10am-4pm with evening opening on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 6.30pm, except 23rd to 31st  December. More information, to request a Christmas menu, or to make a booking, please phone Christine's Cuisine  free  on 0800 3893859. 

A TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN FRANCIS VICTOR CLARKE  (FRANK).

Frank was born at home in Blackborough on the 16th Dec 1920. His parents were John and Elizabeth Clarke and he had nine brothers and sisters, of which he was the second youngest. His father was a farm worker and Frank enjoyed a proper country childhood there, attending school and Sunday school in Ashill and talked fondly of his early years when cider making, keeping chickens and preferring always to go bare foot!
In 1936, aged just 15 Frank joined the TA and was set for Army life. However, this was nearly taken from him following a serious motorbike accident which damaged his leg and meant he had to be signed off. Frank still had his heart set on the Army, so when the War broke out he signed up and despite the leg injury he was accepted into the Gloucester Regiment in 1940 aged 20. He served in Normandy and was there for the D Day landings, commissioned in the field. He pushed across Europe with his men and liberated the town of Stamperscat in Holland. He was known then and to this day as ‘The Liberator’, his uniform and helmet stand in a Dutch museum even now as a record and tribute to the heroic work of the then Sgt Clarke and his men.
In 1944 Frank stepped on a land mine and as a result lost his leg, ironically his good one and so returned to England to begin life as an amputee. He continued to serve in the forces for some time serving the regiment and being promoted to captain. Eventually he returned to civvie street, came home to Devon, became a manager at Heathcoats and married Hilda who worked at the factory. His tin leg never held him back, cycling from Ashill to Tiverton to work every day and even at 70, he wouldn’t think twice about climbing a tree! He retired from Heathcoat’s in 1975, taking an early retirement package and set about another great love, gardening. He and his brother set up a small business growing vegetables in the greenhouses at Bradfield and his garden was a place in which he would spend hours. He was an active member of the community and organised helicopter trips for the children at the primary school.

Hilda died 21 years ago but Frank was rarely alone, his home was somewhere all the family gravitated to, as well as close friends from the village. He has been described as a real character, who had time for everyone and would do anything for them. He was a man with an enormous heart, who didn’t suffer fools gladly and who meant the world to his family. 

.

Frank was no stranger to suffering, but his war years had taught him courage and a positive attitude. When diagnosed with cancer 10 years ago he fought hard, journeying through the treatment with great tenacity. It has been hard for the family to watch such a central part of their lives become tired and lose strength in recent months. Frank took to his bed three weeks before he died at home on 6th October and he leaves behind a family who adored him. 
COMMUNITY POLICE NEWS 
In the last month we have received two separate reports about Mini Motos being used in the village.  Mini Motos are classified as motor vehicles and as such they should be taxed and insured should they wish to be used, or even pushed, along the road or pavement.  If they are not then they can only be used on private property.  Owners of such bikes should bear this in mind and should any residents have any concerns over the use or sightings of such vehicles in the village then they are encouraged to contact us with any relevant information.
We recently received a report of two suspicious males trying to gain access to a garden on Silver Street.  Police were unable to locate these males but believe their intentions were dishonest.  We would like all residents to be aware of this incident and to ensure their homes, garages and cars are kept secure at all times.  If you have an elderly neighbour please keep an eye on their property too. If you see anyone acting suspiciously in the village then please call 999 immediately.
Finally, Community Speed Watch monitored 125 vehicles on the 3rd October passing though the village and 18 of these were driving above the speed limit.  These drivers will receive warning letters in the first instance.

If you would like to contact your community officers, please refer to the details at the foot of the inside rear cover. PC Katie RICH & PCSO Jonathan SIMS
CAN I BOOK AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE?

Appointments at College Surgery that have been missed by patients not telephoning to cancel them are currently running at over 200 every month. If you have any suggestions as to how to evercome this problem, your views would be extremely welcome, either by telephoning the surgery or logging on to their website, which is www.collegesurgery.org.uk 
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE (U3A)
Are you retired/semi retired and interested in learning for pleasure? Then why not join Exe Valley U3A? The U3A is a self help, self managed lifelong learning co-operative for older people no longer in full time work, providing opportunities for their members to share learning experiences in a wide range of interest groups and to pursue learning, not for qualifications but for fun!

Exe Valley U3A meets on the third Wednesday of the month at the Tiverton Rugby Club, Bolham Road, Tiverton EX16 6SP where you will hear a Speaker followed by tea and biscuits and chat with old and new friends.  You will also be able to find out about the various interest groups, meet the group leaders  and join up to as many of them as you like. For more information please use our website www.exevalleyu3a.org.uk  or  Vicki Stuckey, on  01884 251930  
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
Our Flower Show on 21st August was better supported this year, in spite of several other local events on at the same time. Thank you very much to all who exhibited and came along. Special thanks to Willand Art Group, which put on an excellent display of its art work – we certainly have some very talented artists in the village. The children from the school also took part, with their garden designs, but it was a pity that none of them or their parents came along to the Show to see their efforts on display. Next year’s show will be on Saturday, 13th August, 2011.

Mrs Statham was the star of the show, walking away with cups for most points in all classes, most points for vegetables, most points by a member, most points for vegetables by a member and a joint cup with Mrs B Leigh and Mrs J Salter for the Rose Bowl for the lady member with most points in craft section. Mr Carlson took the cups for most points for flowers (open) and for a member, and the cup for best fuchsia; Mrs Chapman the cup for most points on flower arrangements and the shield for best gladioli; Mr Brown had the cup for best sweet peas and also the diploma in horticulture for his sweet peas; Mrs Bray had the diploma in horticulture for her tomatoes; Mrs Batchelor the cup for best foliage, cactus or carnivorous plant and Mrs Sanders the floral art certificate for her petite arrangement.

In September, we had a talk on the Holyford Woods Nature Reserve and our October speaker was Mrs East, who gave a very amusing account of running a farm and B&B. She brought along some of the items made from her Jacob’s sheep’s wool.

A team of 4 went to Culmstock for a gardening quiz and we came first out of 14 teams – which redeemed our terrible performance in July at Ottery. Flushed with success, we are now looking forward to the Pottinger Cup quiz at Hemyock on 20th October. We had a good coffee morning in September and are looking forward to our Club meal at the end of the month. At our November meeting we will be having a flower arranging demonstration and then we will enjoy wine and mince pies at our AGM in December.

For further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrall an@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message on my answerphone.   Carol Allan     






                                       
Archaeologists make digs at people who can’t answer back.
CAMEO

We were very sad to hear of the death of one of our popular and long - standing Cameo members and formerly W.I. member, Pat Starnes. Pat had been unwell for quite a long time but she always attended our meetings when she was well enough. Several members went to her funeral in Exeter. 
We’ve had a busy couple of months and have a lot of activities arranged for the near future. We had an excellent Speaker in September from the Dartmoor National Park and he told us of the folklore, legends, ghosts, and pixies. We learned about the industries that have been carried out over the last few centuries, some successful and some not - particularly the ice-making venture. Theoretically the ice was to be transported to local fishing communities to help keep the fish fresh while it was being transported - it was not surprising that this failed as transport was a real problem and of course - the ice melted on the way. Oh dear! - they should have foreseen this!  We heard about ancient trackways and the history of Dartmoor Prison, which was built to take French prisoners of war and eventually lots of these men were released into the community and married the local girls hence the many French-sounding names still around today. 
Several members went to the Devon and Exeter Institute Library and had a fascinating look at the archives of our region. Our skittles team spent an enjoyable evening at "The Barge" (playing skittles - we hope) In November we will be going to the "Brewhouse Theatre" in Taunton to see Twelfth Night and at the end of the month a "behind the scenes" look at Waitrose in Wellington -  just in time to stock up our larders for Christmas. 
The walking Group have been striding out while this lovely weather lasts and eleven members of the Singles Group had a really good holiday in North Wales, staying in Bodelwydden Castle - the weather couldn't have been better and the Welsh scenery was at its best. In October we had our first ever Autumn Annual Meeting - we have re-arranged our programme from now on as we think this will be a more efficient way of conducting our meetings.  We have had very good feed-back from the questionnaires members completed and most were highly delighted with the way we run ourselves. Several suggestions came in for future activities and these will be acted upon.  Mary Tebbey was re-elected Chairman but she said she will definitely be stepping down next October as by then she will have completed three years in Office. Julia remains as Secretary and Janet, who reported a healthy bank balance, will be our Treasurer for a further year. The committee were voted back en-bloc with Linda Tadman joining us. 
We have had a very busy and successful year with several new members joining.  Jo Hudson thanked Mary and the committee for all their hard work. We then sat down to a two course meal provided by Caterer Jill and her team of helpers. We had a very successful Coffee Morning on October 16th for "Help for Heroes" - lots of people supported us and we made £543. We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who gave us goods to sell and who came to the Coffee Morning and supported us.                       Betty Penberthy
Settling down is the reward for settling up.
LIFE IN THE WESTCOUNTRY DURING WORLD WAR II
As the war proper moved further into Europe, day to day life in the West Country settled back into a less frenetic pace. Most of the U.S. Army had gone, leaving empty camps and many unhappy hearts. School numbers had been swollen by the arrival of yet another wave of frightened evacuees escaping London and the home counties, which were being targeted by Hitler’s vengeance weapons, the pilot-less V1 and V2 rockets.

The skies above were still busy with aircraft, among them American Skytrains and RAF Dakotas ferrying supplies to the battlefield and returning with those wounded, to be ambulanced to the several American hospitals between Axminster, Taunton, Sherborne and St. Leonards, near Ringwood. During some late-summer nights of 1944, I remember watching the navigation lights of heavy bombers passing overhead as they flew out to sea, returning later as their engines droned them back home. Perhaps they had been sent to the submarine pens of L’Orient, Nante and St. Nazerre until their eventual conquest with the help of Barnes Wallace’s 12000lb Tallboy bomb.
With the demise of the U-Boat menace, the US Navy antisubmarine squadrons, based at Dunkeswell, began to wind down, preparing for a return home. Built in the early years of the war, the airfield had been planned for use by RAF Fighter Command but in September, 1943, it was handed over to the US Navy. Arriving to find most of the airfield area in a quagmire, recently left by construction machines, they dubbed their new home ‘Mudville’. Flying their Liberators, Privateers and the Catalina amphibious flying boats, they ranged across the Atlantic on their anti-sub missions, in unison with Liberators, Flying Fortresses, Mosquito’s and the RAAF-crewed Sunderland flying boats of RAF Coastal Command. 

One aircraft captain based at Dunkeswell was Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., brother of the late President J. F. Kennedy.  He volunteered to fly a Liberator bomber packed with high explosive to deliver into the mouth of a V2 rocket launching site but something went wrong and he and his co-pilot W. J. Willy perished in the largest explosion to occur in the skies over wartime Britain. The final parade at Dunkeswell was at its closure in July 1945. Left behind was a legend of motor vehicles, aero engines and equipment too cumbersome to be returned to the States and buried in the airfield’s surrounds.

In April, 1946, a new organ was dedicated by the Bishop of Exeter in St. Nicholas Church, Dunkeswell, with the words ‘The gift of the new world to the old world, the gift of America to England, the gift of friends to friends’.  It still remains in perpetual memory of the 53 officers and 130 enlisted men who were killed on flying missions whilst stationed at the air base during the years of 1943-45.   Derek Stevens, writing in Marshwood Vale Magazine, Dorset.
(Dunkeswell Memorial Museum is open Saturdays & Sundays until February)
It’s impossible to whistle and grumble at the same time.

LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND

Hello Brian, I have been interested in my family history for many years, enjoying the detective work and the piecing together of numerous small clues. Recently I have spent many (sometimes futile) hours looking into the Tanner family, some of whom are commemorated in Willand Church. A few years ago we moved some 200 miles north of my family home to a new farm. Our daughters attended a high school in the city, where they met other girls from country areas, including a family from Arohena – the same distance from the city but in a different direction.  Through the girls friendship I met Maria who is an Australian married to a NZ farmer, and took on the challenge of helping her with their district jubilee book. As our friendship grew we started discussing family history and I offered to do some internet research for her, as broadband is not available in her area. It was with enormous surprise that I found her Widgery and Tozer families in the same area, and indeed in Willand! I even found a Widgery apprenticed to the Rev Tanner …. Thus two women who are at least 4th generation antipodeans and whose families settled in different countries at different times, have family in the same small village in Devon. It defies belief really….

I visited Willand recently, as well as many other villages in the area, and thoroughly enjoyed getting a small sense of the past from the villages, countryside and people of the present. Should any of your readers be interested in our research or have any information they think would be helpful, we should be delighted to hear from them.

Marlene Williamson                     m.williamson@paradise.net.nz (Tanner)

Maria Blackwell         damblackwell@xtra.co.nz (Widgery, Quant, Tozer)
Unused time can’t be put by for later.
 

CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH

The saying ‘where has the time gone to’ seems to be more relevant each year and I am rather taken that here I am, writing about the end of another year. It seems this year has gone ever so quickly - it seems just yesterday we were digging our way out of the January snows.
It has been a year of major disasters, with Haiti and Pakistan, being pre-eminent in our minds. In recent days, we have all been watching the events from Chile, with great interest. Finally, as they came out one by one, there was a great sense of euphoria, that this pending tragedy had been successfully concluded happily.
However, all does not end happily, as it did not for Linda Norgrove, who was killed in a rescue attempt and for many others, there has not been the conclusion we would have wished for. On top of all this, there is the pending review of public spending and it seems we will all be affected in some way or other. There is no doubt, that this year has been very eventful, so where has God been in all this?
God has been at the centre of life, all the time, just has He always is. Through our risen Christ, he offers to mankind that offer of a peace that this world cannot give. Events like the floods, economic downturns, wars, etc, have always been part of man’s experience and it was to the world of that reality that Jesus came.
We will shortly remember the birth of Christ and my prayer is that you will see in that remembrance the truth, that Jesus is the way to finding that eternal security. No doubt 2011, will present great challenges for all of us, so, my friends, be encouraged by the message of Christmas and may it be a happy one for each of you. 
Just a reminder – don’t forget the new initiative at our Culm Valley Church on December 15th (see Willand Diary) and please note our Christmas Eve Holy Communion is at 11.15pm.  On Boxing Day, please also note there is no service at Culm Valley but members can join with Culmstock at 10-30am for their morning service led by Mrs E Mackay.          Best Wishes                 Alan 
A man without a barbecue has not realised his full potential.
NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

We are moving forward with the Parish Plan update and looking at different options for completing it.  So far we have two, traditional and gradual. The traditional way is to put together a review document and survey, which is printed and delivered to each house in the village.  The survey covers all aspects of village life and asks for your views and ideas.  Completed forms are analysed and a summary of conclusions are made.  The plan is then developed from this summary.  This process can take several months and generally the response rate is poor because the survey is a fairly thick document consisting of many pages.  If you are like me, you put it to one side to complete later and then it gets forgotten. There is also a considerable cost in printing and distributing the survey. The resulting Parish Plan quickly ages and falls into disuse.

The gradual approach is to split the plan into sections and spread the updating over longer period – typically one section every two months.  We could use the centre pages of this magazine to conduct a mini survey and ask for your ideas on the subject being considered.  It would only take a few minutes to remove the page, complete the survey and then drop it into the collection point.  We would also provide a web version for those who prefer to use this method.  The benefit of this approach is that the plan is continually being kept up to date and I believe that the response rate would be much higher

Which would you prefer? 

We will set up a steering group to manage the Parish plan update.  This should be formed from a mix of parish councillors and residents who feel that they want to make the village a better place to live. 

Would you be interested in being involved in this?

We still have vacancies on the Parish Council.  If you enjoy sitting in long, boring meetings, don’t bother to reply.  If you want to make a difference please contact us.

I have asked for the answers to three questions.  This magazine has been delivered to at least 1475 houses.  In a recent survey we received 17 replies – surely we can do better than that!  Please call us on 01884 821736 and if necessary, please leave a telephone number for yourself and someone WILL ring you back or alternatively,  email willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk
Thank you in advance for your anticipated response and support.    Ray Ursell.

Time, not money, makes children happy.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Doesn’t our car park look lovely? We would like to give a very big thank you to Uffculme Environmental, which gave us a grant of £14K, to the Parish Council, which paid the 10% third party payment of £1400 and to Willand Over 60’s, which gave the Hall a donation of £100 towards the work.
The next project we will be looking at is refurbishing the flat roof. If anyone can recommend any good roofing companies, please let me know, as we need to get several quotes before proceeding. THE FLAT ROOF IS NOT SUITABLE FOR PEOPLE TO WALK OR PLAY GAMES ON, OR FOR SKATEBOARDING! We have just had some damage repaired where someone’s foot had made a hole which let in quite a bit of water. If anyone does see anyone on the roof please let me or Hazel Newman know – or the Police if they look suspicious.

Frances Wilcox has started running monthly bingo sessions in the Hall on the second Tuesday of each month. The November bingo will be the Christmas one on 30th November, and there will not be one on December, but they will start again in January. Thank you very much to Frances for organising them and to our caretaker, John Holmes, for helping out.     Carol Allan, Treasurer
‘Best before’ dates are a form of age discrimination.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
It is time for final reminders about our Annual Local History Exhibition,
which this year will be held on Saturday 27 November, from 10am - 12 noon in the Club Room of Willand Village Hall. This will again be running in
tandem with the Willand Methodist Church coffee morning, so there will be
refreshments (and plenty more) on hand in the main Hall.

This year will be a varied Exhibition, with displays reflecting different
aspects of bygone Willand, much of it based on new material we have
discovered over the past year. There will be sections on farming in
Willand over the past 200 years, particularly concentrating on farms at
Elm View and The Elms - with photos and documents to show the true
agricultural character of Willand in the not too distant past. There will
be a section based on the life of Revd. William Andrews (1870-1955), who was rector of Willand from 1918 to 1948, including material from his time as a
missionary in China (1901-06). We will also be showing plenty of other
photos of Willand's people and places, many of them newly discovered,
including some of Tiverton Junction Railway Station.

There will also be a display to mark the 70th Anniversary of a very
significant year in our nation's history - and the part played by the
people Willand. Throughout the past year there have been many
commemorations of events such as Dunkirk, The Battle of Britain and The
Blitz, as we have rightly paid tribute to those who stood up to the
Germans in 1940. This display will show that Willand more than played its
part, from the hosting of evacuees to giving up land for an Army Camp (at
Elmside), from providing young men and women for the forces (as well as
'old' men for the Home Guard), to growing extra potatoes in the 'Dig For
Victory' campaign.  Some of the senior members of our parish might
remember Willand Spitfire Week, organised in the summer of 1940 in response to an appeal by Lord Beaverbrook, the Minister of Aircraft Production, for communities to raise money towards the cost of building a spitfire. Under a committee headed by Major Lane, Mr O.H. Little and Mr F.J.Holloway the village pulled together with a week of fund raising, including a house-to-house collection, produce auction, whist drive, tennis, darts and
skittles competitions, a fete and sports day (held at The Gables) and as a
finale, a dance at the Assembly Rooms. The impressive sum of £192.10s.3d
was raised and in thanks a letter, now at the Devon Records Office, was
received from Lord Beaverbrook declaring: "The people of Willand have paid
a noble tribute to the gallantry of our airmen. And by their resourcefulness and generosity they have added strength to the Royal Air Force. I send to them my warm thanks. They have given splendid evidence of the spirit which animates our country to-day." If you would like to learn more or if you have any memories or memorabilia of wartime Willand (or any other aspect of Willand's past!) that you would be willing to share, please feel welcome to come along on the 27th!
Finally, it is with great sadness that we recently learnt of the passing of
Frank Clarke at the beginning of October.  Frank was one of those men from
the local community who answered the call 70 years ago, serving as an
officer in the 2nd Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment.  We welcomed
both his support of History Group events and the rich memories of a bygone
era that he was able to impart.  Our thoughts go to his family and friends.

                          James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)
Questions are often more illuminating than answers.
AND FINALLY

There are a fast-diminishing number of villages that have a resident like Frank Clarke. Born in the area, he went to school, started work, got married, raised a family, lived – and died, all within a radius of five miles of Willand. Like many others of his generation, he fought for his country with a sense of duty, was fiercely independent, proud, meticulously accurate, honourable, moral and trustworthy. He was a fount of knowledge of all things rural – local life and its history, wild animals & birds, agriculture and its implements. And because of his military service, he read every book that Devon County Library Services could find him on the subject. In a world that appears to revolve around glitz, glamour and greed, his integrity shone like a beacon. I have been his neighbour for only a few years of my life but I am proud to have had the privilege to have known him. When you buy your poppy this month, please think of Frank and his comrades.
WILLAND DIARY

November

Monday           1st           Culm District Flower Club                      W.V.H., 2.15pm
Tuesday          2nd      Willand Rovers Bingo                              W.V.H., 7.30pm
Thursday        4th       Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                      10.00am 

Thursday        4th            CAMEO Speaker from the Met. Office   W.V.H., 7.30pm

Wednesday    10t h        Garden Club - Flower Arranging           W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Thursday       11th       Over 60’s Club                                        W.V.H.,  2.15pm

Thursday       11th      Folk Dance Club Night                           W.V.H.,  8.00pm       

Saturday        13th      Folk Dance Club Dance                          W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Tuesday         16th      Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Saturday        20th      Over 60’s Coffee Morning                     W.V.H., 10.15am

Monday         22nd     Over 60’s out to Cheltenham                  W.V.H.,   9.00am

Thursday       25th      Folk Dance Club Night                           W.V.H.,  8.00pm 

Saturday        27th      Methodist Christmas Fayre                    W.V.H., 10.15am
Saturday        27th       Youth Club Bingo                                  W.V.H.,   7.30pm
Tuesday        30th       Willand Village Hall Christmas Bingo                  7.30pm
December
Thursday        2nd       Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                     10.00am

Friday             3rd       Blood Donors                                          W.V.H.,
Friday        3rd  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JANUARY MAGAZINE
Sunday           5th        Village Hall decorations to be installed
Sunday           5th        Village Carol Service                             W.V.H.,  6.30pm
Tuesday         7th         Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Thursday        9th        Over 60’s Club                                       W.V.H.,  2.15pm

Thursday        9th        Folk Dance Club Christmas Party          W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Saturday       11th        Bramblehaies Surgery Coffee Morning W.V.H.,
Monday        13th        Over 60’s Xmas Lunch     –     meet at  W.V.H., 11.00am 

Tuesday        14th       Willand Tennis Club Bingo                    W.V.H.,
Wednesday  15th        Methodists Church - free mince pies, tea, & chat. 3.00pm
Saturday       18th        Folk Dance Club Christmas Dance        W.V.H.,  8.00pm 

Tuesday        21st        Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.,
Friday           31st        Folk Dance Club New Year’s Eve Celeb. W.V.H.8.00pm
PUNCTUATION

An English teacher wrote the words:  "A woman without her man is nothing" on the blackboard and asked the students to punctuate it correctly. All of the males in the class wrote: "A woman, without her man, is nothing." 
All the females in the class wrote: "A woman: without her, man is nothing."
Punctuation is powerful.
